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SUBJECT: ALLEGED TURKISH VIOLATION OF CYPRIOT AIR SPACE 

FOLLOWING IS EXCERPT FROM UNCORRECTED TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 
19 DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

QUESTION:EVER SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF THIS NEW POLICY 
FOR THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO, WHICH WAS TO IMPROVE THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, WE HAVE 
SEEN EVERY GREEK POLITICAL LEADER COME OUT AGAINST IT. 

TURKISH AIRPLANES OVERFLY CYPRUS; THE CYPRIOT PRESIDENT 
HAS TODAY, ONE OR TWO HOURS AGO, REJECTED THE TURKISH 
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CYPRIOT PROPOSALS. COULD YOU PLEASE EXPLAIN TO ME HOW AN 
IMPROVEMENT HAS OCCURRED SINCE THE POLICY WAS INTRODUCED? 

A. THERE IS ONLY ONE SPECIFIC ASPECT OF YOUR QUESTION 
THAT I AM IN A POSITION TO ADDRESS EOR YOU TODAY AND THAT 
IS THE MATTER OE THE OVERFLIGHTS. I DO HAVE SOMETHING ON 
THAT FOR YOU IF YOU WOULD LIKE. 
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Q. OH, YES, THANK YOU. 

A. THE GOVERNMENT OE CYPRUS HAS BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION 
IN NICOSIA AND TO THE ATTENTION OF THE OTHER PERMANENT 
MEMBERS OE THE SECURITY COUNCIL, THE FACT THAT TWO 
TURKISH MILITARY AIRCRAFT FLEW AT A LOW ALTITUDE NEAR THE 
DEMARCATION LINE IN CYPRUS YESTERDAY MORNING. APPARENTLY 
THE AIRCRAET DID NOT CROSS THE DEMARCATION LINE. 

WE UNDERSTAND EROM THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT THAT THESE 
ELIGHTS WERE PART OF A ROUTINE. ANNUALLY-SCHEDULED MILI- 
TARY EXERCISE AND THAT SIMILAR FLIGHTS OCCURRED AT ABOUT 
THIS TIME LAST YEAR. 

WE UNDERSTAND FURTHER THAT ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF THE 
FLIGHTS WAS GIVEN TO THE UNITED NATIONS FORCE ON CYPRUS 
WITH THE REQUEST THAT THE CYPRUS NATIONAL GUARD BE 
INFORMED. 

NOW AS TO YOUR LARGER QUESTION ABOUT THE POLITICAL CLIMATE 
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, I AM JUST NOT IN A POSITION 
TO ADDRESS THAT ANY MORE TODAY THAN I WAS SEVERAL DAYS 
AGO WHEN YOU ASKED IT. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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